GHS Band Program


In the GHS band we have 6th, 7th and 8th graders together for a one hour course Monday through Thursday.  It is a challenge to mix students from different grades with different ability levels.  But it is a challenge that the students at GHS are capable of meeting.  Students can currently choose to play guitar, bass guitar, percussion, keyboards, alto saxophone, or trumpet. We would love to add trombone or tenor sax next year if we have students interested and capable of playing either of these instruments.  When students choose an instrument to play the emphasis is on the experience of ensemble playing and teamwork. Having a complete ensemble with the necessary instruments is a priority so that GHS students can experience the growth and inspiration that only comes through playing music together in an ensemble.  If there are too many of any one instrument and not enough of another then a student may be asked to help out the band by playing a different instrument.  


Having true beginners mixed with experienced players does present its challenges.  However these challenges are met by customizing and tailoring the music program for each individual student as far as possible.  We do this by doing our band arrangements ourselves.  This allows us to write individualized parts appropriate for each band student’s ability level.  More complex and challenging parts can be arranged for the more experienced players while more simple parts can be given to the beginners-all the while still allowing us to play songs together that sound good enough to inspire the students to further heights of work and dedication.   


The program in the band class is designed to allow as much personal development and progression as possible while still maintaining the group band dynamic.  This is accomplished by regularly dividing the students into groups.  This allows students of different ability levels to develop at their own pace as well as providing time and opportunity to work with students at an individual level.  Another added benefit is that individual students can be helped and instructed while keeping all the other students busy constructively.  Student groups rotate through six areas of focus: pep band ditties, scales, guitar hero, songs, rhythms, and music production. 


Class typically begins with students listening to a short selection of music while they record their thoughts in a music appreciation journal.  The purpose of this is to inspire and motivate the students  to greater musical achievement by  1) Helping them develop a love of music  in general 2) Exposing them to different styles of music 3) Guiding them to critical thinking about the elements of music.   Students are encouraged to think critically about what it is they like and dislike about the selections and to explain their thoughts and feelings in their journal.   Students are also given the opportunity to bring in selections of music to play for the class accompanied by their explanation of why they picked their selection.  A couple times a year students also spend the whole class period listening closely to an extended musical piece such as a symphony or a jazz opus.

After music appreciation the students play their major scales together in all 12 keys.  We start this out right away because it is so essential for students to know their major scales and to be able to play them.  At first the new students are not able to do much as the more experienced students play through their scales.  The expectation for the beginning students is that they will work on scales one at a time and play the ones they know with the group as they master them.  The expectation for the advanced students is that they will gain more speed and control of their tone as they play and practice their scales.  The students’ knowledge of the scales is tested several times a year to follow their progress and provide feedback to the students.  Students play as many scales as they can within 2 minutes. If they can play them all under 2 minutes then their speed playing the scales with no mistakes is timed.

After playing scales group instruction or group rehearsal occurs. During group instruction topics such as soloing, interval recognition, scale theory, composition, basic harmony, following conducting, computer music production skills and dynamics are taught.  Group rehearsal involves the band working toward the goal of playing musical selections together. Sometimes the band is divided into sections such as the rhythm section and horns---the section leaders along with their teacher make sure their fellow students know their parts and help them as necessary.  This is one example of the emphasis on leadership and personal responsibility in the band class.  When possible a band president learns to conduct and lead the band.  This encourages the students to listen to each other and increase their musical skill through self reliance.  Group rehearsal occurs with the performance goals in mind.  Currently students perform a few numbers during the winter show as well as a full extended performance during the spring which has typically consisted of 8-11 songs.  Students also perform throughout the year at pep rallies, assemblies, and special school events. This year we would like to take the band to at least one festival where they can play and get critiqued by a panel of judges as well as hear other school bands play.
.
Group work occurs after either group instruction or group rehearsal and sometimes in place of either.  When students work in groups they rotate through six areas of focus.  During this time they can ask their teacher questions about what they are working on and get individual help if they need it.  Students keep track of their progress in each group area of focus in their binders.  During group time they pass off their goals with their teacher.  The six areas of group work are:

1. Scales:  Students work on memorizing and playing their 12 major scales


2. Guitar Hero:  Students play the game Guitar Hero 2 with a twist.  They must play a song with their back to the screen.  Instead of looking at the television they read rhythmic notation and a simulated musical notation to succeed with the game.  This provides the student with instant feedback of how well they are doing because they can hear when they make mistakes in the game and they also receive a percentage score at the end of their song which reflects the percentage of correct notes with the correct timing that they played.  


3. Songs: Students work and pass off their parts in the songs they are playing as an ensemble.


4. Rhythms:  Students are given various rhythmic songs to play.  They work and pass off each song to their teacher.  The focus here is on pure rhythm reading and execution with no notes to worry about.  


5. Pep Band Ditties:  Students work on their reading and playing skills by passing off short melodic songs.  These songs will be used for pep rallies and events.  Because most of the short melodies are recognizable to the students it helps them to know if they are playing the music correctly as well as motivates them by inspiring them to learn a well known melody.


6. Music Production—students work on basic music production skills by producing recordings and productions on computers in the classroom.  They are also encouraged to work on these skills at home.  Freeware software is used to allow all students to grow in this area without additional financial investment.  Students learn about midi as well as audio production and recording.  A couple times a year we listen to the students productions in class.
Grading:   Students’ grades will be based on their attendance, practice record, progress in group activities, and concert/event participation.  Because of the different ability levels and instruments of the students in the class grades are based on each individuals’ effort and commitment.

Documents Delivered to the Kids--------
Mission Statement

Golden Hills School is a premier educational community dedicated to maintaining the highest academic standards in an innovative technological environment; fostering a culture of integrity, respect and personal achievement; and developing a strong sense of responsibility for, and service to, society as a whole. These principles enable Golden Hills School to produce students who excel in the most competitive public and private high school programs.

Vision Statement

Golden Hills School is a close-knit partnership of students, staff and parents that provides a complete education to its student through unsurpassed facilities and culture. Our curriculum provides the highest academic standards, a technologically rich environment, a healthy social atmosphere, a commitment to physical well-being and a system of core values based on character, respect and personal achievement.

Golden Hills School students graduate with strong academic, interpersonal, technological and leadership skills that prepare them for a lifetime of learning, growth and achievement in an ever-changing global environment.

The Five Golden Hills Rules

1. Respect Yourself and Others

2. Be Responsible

3. Choose to Learn

4. Be an Active Listener

5. Do Your Personal Best

Class Materials

Bring these items to class every day:

Music Binder

Book to Read/Homework for down times

Instrument

A Pencil

Approximate Class Schedule

2:18 Be in the classroom

2:18-2:20 Get instruments ready

2:20-2:25 Music Appreciation

2:25-2:30 Scales

2:30-3:05 Lesson/Groups/Band Rehearsal

3:05-3:08 Clean Room

3:08 Dismissed

Band Class Expectations

1. Be in band because you like music and you want to learn and play music with other people.

2. Act like you’re in band because you like music and want to learn more about it and play it with others.

3. Follow the band rules that we choose together.

4. Use all your time in band to become a better musician.

5. Practice at home every day.  Practice the things we’re working on in band and if you have those down then practice other things.
6. Get private lessons.  If you don’t have private lessons then schedule them.

GHS Band Rules 


Have Fun


Don’t Be Uptight


Respect Property-Don’t Touch Any Other Instruments


Be Nice


Pay Attention For No Lectures


Don’t Play During Questions/Answers


Help Each Other Understand


Mr. Ringger Won’t Teach Or Lead if any Noise is Going On

Middle School Classroom Rules


1. Treat others as you want to be treated


2. Follow GHS Rules


3. Be on time and be prepared


4. Do your personal best


5. Have a positive mental attitude


6. Keep our school clean

Music Appreciation Rules

1. No longer than 5 minutes

2. No profanity

3. No Drug References

4. No Inappropriate Subject Matter

5. No Radio Hits

6. No Stolen Music

7. Be Prepared to tell everyone why you appreciate your selection

